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Connected By Design
When you’re the founder of a multi-million-dollar  

online company, chances are high that social  
media will uncover your ideal designer match.  

That’s exactly what happened for  
Tory Gerbig and Marie-Joe Bouffard. 

by ANDREA MILLS
photographed by ALLISON ELEFANTE
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THE BACKGROUND 
When homeowner Tori Gerbig, entrepreneur 
and founder of online boutique Pink Lily 
(pinklily.com), hit a roadblock renovating her 
Kentucky home, she naturally turned to social 
media for the fix. She fell in love with Marie-
Joe Bouffard’s work, founder of Nashville-
based firm JFY Designs, and hired her to finish 
the space with furnishings and wallpaper. In a 
twist of fate, when Gerbig moved her family 
to Nashville and closed on a new construction 
market home, she happily discovered JFY 
Designs was the designer on the build team. 
“We were always meant to work together,” says 
Bouffard of the kismet. 

THE PROJECT
Being design-aligned from the start, the layout 
didn’t need to change. “I always imagined 
that with all of the large bedrooms, a young, 
busy family would buy this house,” explains 
Bouffard. With that in mind, she prioritized 
organization and flow so that multiple activities 
could happen simultaneously. She pictured 
a busy mom making lunches, while dad gets 
a coffee, never being in each other’s way in 
the same space. The location and storied 
neighborhood were also influential factors, so 
classical elements like the grand staircase and 
millwork are at play. Natural stone and light 
wood will age gracefully, withstanding wear and 
tear. Knowing the bones were what she wanted, 
Gerbig brought on Bouffard to make every 

Indoor-outdoor living is 
a priority for the family 
and the everyday eating 
area offers a view to 
the backyard. Opposite 
page: natural stone and 
warm wood are common 
elements, chosen to make 
the new construction 
home feel warm and 
intentional with spaces 
that flow seamlessly.  
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From top: Textural lighting and wall panelling in Gerbig’s home office are 
feminine and timeless, achieving her directive for things that are pretty but 
not too precious; the formal dining room is comfortable yet classic, well-suited 
to the busy, young family who desired a home that fit in with the traditional 
neighborhood but was updated to suit their style. 

space feel complete. “Tory wanted a finished and intentional 
space, where even the hallways were considered and flowed 
into each room,” says Bouffard. Nothing had to be changed 
or moved; instead, Bouffard was able to dig deeper into the 
design she had already started.

THE DESIGN 
To achieve the layered, intentional look that the Gerbigs 
wanted, Bouffard brought in vintage and one-of-a-kind 
pieces and commissioned pieces of furniture and art. “I didn’t 
want it to feel brand-new and just completed, so we included 
pieces that brought a story with them,” the designer explains. 
She also layered lighting with a mix of pendants and floor 
and table lamps throughout. One area that required some 
creativity to fulfill the design brief was a long, wide hallway 
at the top of the stairs. It was too large of a space to leave 
unfinished, so Bouffard customized a built-in daybed, desk 
and bookshelf that the kids use for homework, reading and 
arts and crafts outside of their rooms. The expansive kitchen 
has a double island and functions by task zones. It is open to 
the living room, so appliances and daily necessities are hidden 
as much as possible. 

THE DETAILS 
While lighter-toned, textural materials and color palettes 
dominate, the primary bedroom and basement office have 
darker, sultry hues and a masculine influence, thanks to 
Gerbig’s husband, Chris. The office is a workspace and 
his retreat, with custom touches like a bar that holds his 
bourbon collection and a hidden door to the bedroom. 
“The space doesn’t get a lot of light, so we leaned into the 
dark and made it moody,” says Bouffard. Similarly, the 
primary bedroom feels like a cozy, relaxing escape. The 
darker aesthetic provides a restful retreat that is a true mix 
of the couple’s differing tastes.

THE OUTCOME
Those darker moments have become Bouffard’s favorite. 
They feel like a destination within the lighter, brighter 
house, but still flow with the rest of the space. The Gerbigs 
have found their flow in their new home, too. “It’s so fun to 
see them in the space,” says Bouffard. “It turns out that the 
family who bought it is exactly what I had pictured.” 
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Designer Marie-Joe 
Bouffard chose 

materials with warmth 
and texture to make 
the extra large, open 
kitchen feel inviting 

and cozy. 
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The primary bedroom is 
a darker moment in the 
light and bright house. It 
feels like a destination 
but flows with the rest of 
the interiors, providing 
a moody retreat for 
the homeowners. The 
showstopping fringe light 
fixture is handcrafted 
from leather.

Design Details
Type 
Single Family Home 
Location
Forest Hills
Architect 
Quirk Designs
quirkdesignstn.com
Designer 
Marie-Joe Bouffard, JFY 
Designs
jfy-designs.com
Builder
McKenzie Construction 
mckenzieconstruction.com

RESOURCES
Arteriors 
Office lighting, living room 
lamps
arteriorshome.com 
Bernhardt 
Office side tables
bernhardt.com
Branch Home 
Dining table, living room 
side table
branchhomedesigns.com
Ferguson 
Appliances
ferguson.com
Four Hands
Dining chairs, coffee table, 
poufs
fourhands.com
Graham’s Living 
Various lighting 
grahamsliving.com
Le Studio by JFY Designs 
Accessories throughout
jfy-designs.com
Loloi 
Kitchen rug 
loloirugs.com
Made Goods
Sideboard, coffee table, 
office desk, bedside tables
madegoods.com
Moss Home 
Living room and office 
lounge chairs 
mosshomeusa.com
Sferra
Master bedroom bedding
sferra.com
Sherwin-Williams 
Paint throughout
sherwin-williams.com
Well Dressed  
Home & Window
Blinds and shades 
throughout
wdhwdesignsltd.hdwfdealer.com
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